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Course Description 

 
There is no prerequisite for enrolling in the course.  Modern European History is 

designed for students who are performing at the tenth grade level.  It meets the California 

standards for tenth grade social science.  It is a two semester survey course focusing on 

the major turning points that shaped the modern world, from the late eighteenth century 

through the present, including the cause and course of the two world wars.  Students trace 

the rise of democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical roots of 

current world issues, especially as they pertain to international relations.  Students 

develop an understanding of current world issues and relate them to their historical, 

geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts. Students consider multiple 

accounts of events in order to understand international relations from a variety of 

perspectives.  
 

Course Requirements 

 

Reading: Students in Modern European History will be required to read 

roughly 6-12 pages from the assigned textbook per week throughout the 

entirety of the year. Please note that the textbook utilized in the course is a 

High School-level textbook. 

 

Writing: Students in Modern European History will be required to master a 

number of writing-based assignments including document analysis, 

GPERSIA analysis, in addition to traditional essay writing assignments.  

Students should expect to write a minimum of 2-3 essays per semester. 

 

Assessments: Students in Modern European History will be required to take 

periodic reading quizzes on the assigned readings.  There also will be either 

chapter or unit tests throughout the semester.  Each semester will have 

district-mandated Benchmark Exams as well as cumulative Final Exams.   

 

Why take Modern European History? 

 

Successfully completing Modern European History will help students 

develop reading, writing, and analytical skills necessary for high school 

graduation. 

 

 






